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NEVADA-CALIFORNIA-OREGON RAILWAY 


By David Myrick 


To paraphrase an old adage, it might be said that in the case of the N-C-0, 
"the first thirty-one miles are the hardest", In its life span of fifty years, 
it grew from a dream to one of the longest narrow gauge railroads in the United 
States and finally formed two important links in two major railroads, The first 
and last few years were marked with tremendous financial difficulties in which 
extreme measures were adopted to try to save the line---even to the extent that 
the promoters mortgaged their own homes to provide money to pay the taxes on the 
railroad. Gunfire and litigation going to the Supreme Court of the United States 
shaped its destiny. It required eight different corporations to complete the 
line to Oregon and into the Feather River area. It made money and lost money, 
it was snowbound, it was washed out, it was threatened with complete abandonment 
---almost every thing that could happen occurred during its lifetime. It was 
finally sold piecemeal to other railroads, converted to standard gauge and became 
important portions of two transcontental routes, 

Contrary to its final name, it was never intended to enter California or Oregon 
by its founders. From San Francisco came a bright young man named John T, Davis 
who felt that there was enough traffic between Wadsworth on the Central Pacific 
and Rhodes Salt Marsh in southern Nevada to build a railroad that would eliminate 
140 miles of difficult teaming, Salt was necessary in the refining of the rich 
silver ores of the Nevada Comstock and the discovery of borax in the area added 
to the potential traffic. Davis checked the Central Pacific records at Wads- 
worth in the summer of 1879 and the records confirmed his conclusions on the ton- 
age moving southward to Rhodes Marsh, Caught-up with the “narrow gauge fever", 
Davis and some associates formed the Western Nevada Railroad in December of 1879 
to build from Wadsworth south some 55 miles towards Walker Lake, 

At this time, Nevada was nearing the end of one of its recurring mining booms, 
The Comstock Lode of Virginia City had produced several hundred million dollars 
worth of silver and gold, not only making the city one of the most important in 
the west, but also lining the pockets of the favored mine owners and stock pro- 
moters, Other areas, such as Aurora, Bodie, Austin, Candeleria and Como, had 
produced attractive bonanzas. 

By contrast, Reno--named for a Civil War General killed at the battle of 
Shiloh--founded less than a dozen years before, was hard hit. Not many months 
before it had a disastrous fire that left 100 families homeless and destroyed 
fifty acres of business buildings including the Virginia & Truckee Railway ware- 
house and the Central Pacific freight sheds, 

Although the residents of Reno were long on enthusiasm for the porject, they 
were short on cash. A. H. Manning, later a director on the N-C-0, was cleaning 
out the basement of his hardware store which in the accounts of the fire was des- 
cribed as a “jumble of everything". Katz & Henry, also strong enthusiasts for 
the railroad, were building a 4-mile flume from their Dog Valley Mill to Verdi 
and planned a lumber yard in Reno. 

The following year John T, Davis went East to see about raising money from 
"Eastern Capitalists", In New York Davis met a contractor named Colonel Thomas 
Moore and was able to initiate arrangements for financing the railroad on the 
condition that the local Nevada backers put up some real money. With that, he 
was assured, bonds would be forthcoming to the extent of $10,000.00 per mile-- 
though subject to discount. 

On the other hand D, 0. Mills owner of the Virginia & Truckee Railway, hear- 
ing of Davis' efforts, sent for him and advised him that he had plans for a line 
in the same general direction. Dispite this discouragement, Col. Moore came west 
to survey the situation first-hand, He went over the route from Wadsworth to 
Walker Lake and beyond to Bodie and Candeleria with Governor Woods, one of the 
promoters of the project. 

Mills lost no time in getting his men in the field to survey a route from 
the Virginia & Truckee Railway to the mining camps of Bellville, Candeleria, 
Pickhandle Gulch, Marietta and New Boston. As the line was also planned to 
go to Bodie, the V&T's line was referred to as the Bodie Road, even after its 
incorporation as the Carson & Colorado Railroad.and it 

At this point while the plans for a line to the South had not yet been aband- 
oned, the interests of the backers was shifted Northward....A new company, The 
Nevada and Oregon Railroad came into being in June, 1880 at a meeting held ina 
Reno theater to accomodate the large number of people interested in the project. 


The Western Railroader @ Page Three 








A line to the North as far as the Dalles, Oregon, on the Columbia River, had 
considerable appeal, as the Northwest had no rail connections with the East until 
1883 and the rail line to California was not completed until 1887. 

The company attempted to satisfy both factions by sending out surveyors in 
opposite directions---one group locating a line northward to Goose Lake, Oregon, 
and the other south to Bodie with a 19-mile branch to Virginia City. 

Following the return of Col, Moore from New York the Nevada & Oregon. signed 
the first of seven infamout agreements, It provided for building the road in 
sections, One was to go form Reno to Carson City, with a branch to Virginia 
City, another would have extended the line to Bodie, and the third would have 
the Reno Division, pushing on the first leg north 30 miles to the foot of Beck- 
wourth Pass. 

The construction was contigent on the subscription to the capital stock by the 
local people, at first a large amount, but subsequently reduced with each new 
contract with Col. Moore, Dissatisfaction arose in the incorporators and John 
T. Davis resigned as president and was succeeded by Surveyor General A, J. Hatch, 
During the Summer surveyors wrote up their notes while Col, Moore went to New 
York to arrange financing though the banking house of Moran Bros and order rail 
and rolling stock for t he line, 

Late in November Col, Moore returned, and much time was spent going over the 
notes of the surveyors and receiving bids from the subcontractors. Ground was 
finally broken just before Christmas, 1880, in Evans' field, just across from 
Brookins' house. Governor Woods gave a long address and Col. Moore broke ground 
and, by way of baptism, scattered the first shovelful of earth over the crowd, 

Taking advantage of the good condition of the ground, H. L. Knox pushed his 
grading contract into execution and before the end of the year was making good 
progress on the first three miles, Katz & Henry started cutting timber at their 
saw mill for the N&O, and progress was being made on the trestle,;work, Col. Moore 
had gone to New York shortly after the ground-breaking and had not returned by 
the time of the first settlement date with the subcontractors on February 21st. 

With no money on hand, all work ceased and liens were filed by Knox. The N& 
directors threatened to cancel Col. Moore's contract and a new group of backers 
organized a new company with the same name except that the "The" in the title was 
omitted, Col. Moore returned to the scene, shortly and promised to honor all 
bills. Work was resumed and grading pushed forward. .Col. Moore stated that he 
had ordered $90,000.00 worth of rail and had $250,000.00 in the bank to finance 
contruction work, 

There was considerable difficulty, however, obtaining sufficient while men 
to do grading work, and in keeping with the times, Knox hesitated to employ 
Chinese labor. He soon found it necessary to hire the Chinese and with 150 
men at work finished the first five miles of grading. By this time ties were 
arriving on the scene and on Saturday afternoon, May 28, 1881, the first spike 
was driven and rail laying got underway. The first five miles were completed 
in a few weeks except for some trestle work which had been delayed because of 
some difficulty in getting the necessary timber. 

Payday was a big event for the graders and the newspapers reported the occas- 
ion as having been “quite hilarious last evening and the boulevards were strewn 
with many graders. One found a sleeping apartment in Loomis' show window." 

Up until the arrival of the first locomotive the N&O had no rolling stock 
except hand cars, but on August 2, 1881, the "Santa Cruz", a 0-6-O0T, arrived 
second-hand from the Santa Cruz & Felton Railway in California, Five narrow 
gauge flats cars were purchased from Bliss' lumber railroad at Lake Tahoe to 
complete a work train. 

The directors took the occasion to make up a special train and pushing a load 
of ties and rails travelled out to the railhead, At the sixth mile the directors 
and their friends celebrated the occasion with a champagne ceremony. 

The route of the railroad from Reno to the California State Line was quite an 
undertaking. Leving Reno the line headed north on a two per cent grade to the 
Summit east of Peavine Mountain, The line made two large incomplete loops before 
swining over the summit and heading for Lemmon's Valley. The line passed around 
the north side of the Valley passing the stations of Cedar Switch, Franéis (lucat- 
ion of second summit) and Cold Springs before reaching Purdy (later Peavine) just 
over the California line. The route was on the shady side of the mountains and 
passed through several large cuts with the result that winter snows blocked the 
road very seriously, About 1890 a line change was made which enabled the rail- 
road to avoid some of the worst snow drifts and shorten the line over a mile, 
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The Nevada & California Railroad depot at Reno, Nevada with passenger train 
headed by Engine #1 believed taken in the late 1880's - Myrick Collection 





Va Nevada-California-Oregon engine #6 heading a freight in the days of the wood 
burners, - From the collection of R. Brandt 
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D. A. Balch and H. J, McMurray, men of means from San Francisco, joined Col, 
More in June, 1881, and did much to bolster the project. While progress was 
being made on construction, however, little was being done to improve the relat- 
ion of Moore and his associates with the Nevada directors. Moore and his group 
had put up almost all of the money and were entitled under the contract to hold 
most of the stock in the enterprise, The Nevada directors , however, showed 
little inclination to proceed with the legal formailities as it would have limited 
their term in office. 

A notice for a special meeting of stockholders was posted for September 27, 1881 
and although efforts were made to settle the differences, it was too late for a 
hoped-for reconciliation, Matters became more tense when the company secretary, 
Squire Chase Scoville, absented himself from the Board of Directors' meeting. A 
locksmith was called to open the Company safe which was found to be empty..... 
Scoville had taken the company records to San Francisco in preparation for the 
coming contest, 

The Nevada directors, to be sure of reelection, issued themselves 50,000 shares 
of the N&O stock---without proper payment---and court injunctions and counter-inj- 
unctions followed, 

Meanwhile, Col, Moore had laid plans of his own. It was arranged that a number 
of husky graders would be ih the N&O office at the proper time, ostensibly to get 
their pay, but really to back Moore's wishes, As the stockholders' meeting 
commenced, Moore ordered the Nevada faction out of the room. In the altercation 
that followed a number of shots were fired and Scoville and Balch were hit. 
Scoville died a week later, but Balch managed to pull through and recovered suff- 
iciently to become President of the railroad, 

Much excitement was created by the shooting; there was much testimony taken at 
the inquest but the Grand Jury could not find sufficient evidence to warrant act- 
ion. It was testified at the hearings that ordinarily each of the participants 
was not a gun carrying man, but each of them was taking his gun to the local gun- 
smith for repairs at the time, About eight discharged bullets were located on 
the premises, but only three empty chambers were found in the guns. The local 
press commented, "This would seem to indicate cool work on the part of the com- 
batants,." 

Two separate meetings of stockholders were held by the two factions and two 
Boards of Directors vied for control until judicial review finally awarded con- 
trol to the faction headed by Col. Moore, 

Grading went ahead rapidly after the summit was crossed as the teams were now 
in flat country. There were twenty five thousand ties stacked at railhead some 
ten miles out from Reno at the Summit, but the Pacific Rolling Mills of San Fran- 
cisco were slow in delivering rail as two cargos of scrap iron were lost enroute 
from the East. Eventually the rail did arrive and when Col. Moore left for New 
York on November 16 to raise more money some thirty one miles of road had been 
graded and seventeen miles of rails had been laid, 

But Col, Moore was in difficulties and things languished on the N&O, Moore 

owed considerable money and the railroad was attached by some of its creditors. 
In February, 1882, Sheriff Walker sold all of the loose ties, timber, rolling 
stock and tools as well as 2,725 share of the N&O stock at excution sale. Two 
Reno merchants, Manning & Berry, bought the only locomotive and rolling stock 
for $3000.00. 

Back in New York Col. Moore sought out the Moran Bros for financial help and 
they agreed to purchase the remaining bonds. By the end of April Col. Moore 
was able to secure these funds on the understanding that he would clear the road 
of the various liens which had been filed against it, The "Santa Cruz" was 
overhauled at Fraziers' foundry and more rail was ordered. In June two more miles 
of track were laid and by September rail had been laid across the California state 
line and was headed down Long Valley. 

Northeast of Purdy the Antelope Mine was showing real promise of becoming a 
bonanza, and in Long Valley Bragg & Schooling were building a new saw mill with 
a flume to the railroad. Regular train service was begun October 2, 1882 to 
Antelope (also referred to as Oneida and Evans' Ranch) over 31 miles then complet- 
ed. The train operated daily except Sunday, leaving Reno at 7:00 A.M. for its 
two-hour journey to Antelope and returning in the late afternoon, The first 
train had nine passengers and the local papers faithfully reported the arrivals 
and departures of passengers and sometimes even freight in subsequent issues. 
Stages for Susanville and Quincy connected with the train at Oneida, 

Frequently the train was reported as being filled up and on one occasion an 
evening excursion was operated to the Evans' Ranch,...The excursionists were fed 
at the ranch and then adjourned to the new N&O freight house near by for a dance. 
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BUILDINGS OF THE NEVADA-CALIFORNIA-OREGON RAILWAY 

Top: The Reno, Nevada, general office and depot from 1910 Annual Report 
Middle: Former depot at Lakeview, Oregon, taken in August, 1951 - Myrick 
Bottom: The N-C-0 general office at Alturas, California - Myrick Collection 
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Another time, some whiskey was reported stolen fpom the Antelope freight house 
by some thirsty individuals crawling under the building and forcing a hole in 
the barrel through a crack in the floor. Supposedly it was done by Indians as 
a number of drunken ones were seen around the area the next day, 

Local pride was very strong, but it did not provide the cash to keep the road 
on even a bare minimum basis. The report for the last three months of 1882 
showed gross receipts of only $2,173.00. When it came time to rapair the “Santa 
Cruz" on January 29, 1883, service was suspended, 

On the financial scene Col, Moore had left a hodge-podge of bills and debts, 
Although all of the bonds had already been issued to Col. Moore and subsequently 
turned over to the Moran Bros., the Board of Directors ordered 147 more bonds 
distributed to the creditors of the railroad and of Col. Moore. While illegal 
it seemed to be the easiest way out of an impossible situation, At a later 
Court hearing President Balch testified that a buch of men came in and wanted 
to hang the Board of Directors. Other means to induce creditors to remove liens 
was the liberal distribution of liquor---quite a job in view of the fact that 
there were 88 liens on the road at one time, 

On default in payment of interest on the bonds the Trustees initiated legal 
action in April, 1883 to‘foreclose on the property. At this time the extra 147 
bonds came to light, and after a lengthy trial, Judge Sabine of the United States 
Circuit Court at Carson City ruled that the extra bonds were invalid...The follow- 
ing month, April, 1884, the railroad was sold at foreclosure sale to the Moran 
Brose 

Holders of the 147 bonds appealed to the U.S, Supreme Court which ruled that 
those who kenew about the $10,000.00 per mile restriction on the issuance of bonds 
were not bona fide holders for value, but those who did not were entitled to con- 
sideration, The case was not decided until March 3, 1890, tying up the line in 
litigation for some seven years. 

Meantime the "Santa Cruz" had been repaired at the V&T shops at Carson City 
and began making the daily run again starting June 22, 1883 with Charles McNally 
at the throttle and Nate Kendall as conductor, After the overhaul the little 
engine worked wonderfully and made two trips a day to bring in the accumulation 
of wood at Oneida from the Bragg & Schooling mill. Special operations included 
a special run to bring the country folk to a circus at Reno and later a picnic 
group of 25 (mostly ladies) enjoyed an excursion on the N&O. As for freight the 
N&O was taking out merchandise, and bringing back lumber, grain, butter and 
apples. 

The winter snows came and a small snow plow backed up by two stiff splint 
brooms were attached to the "Santa Cruz" which enabled it to put on a surprising 
performance in getting through the snow. Even in cuts, where the snow was three 
to five feet deep, “the little puffer flew into them with 120 pounds of steam and 
seems to enjoy the sport", A few days after this happy report in Feburary, 1884, 
it got stuck coming back from Oneida and had to be dag out a few miles from Reno. 
Further attempts at clearing the snowwere not successful and with a U.S, Marshall' 
sale imminent, the manager announced that service would be suspended until Spring. 
Two weeks later Long Valley ranchers came to the aid of the road and operations 
resumed, The first livestock shipment, a buggy horse, was made a few days later-- 
for runner of an important item of freight traffic in later years, 

In June the engine needed repairs again and regular service ceased on the 
16th, Mr. E, L. Herriot, agent and manager for Moran Bros., came out in July 
to take charge and, except for occasional trips, no trains were run until the 
road was made safe enough to satisfy Herriot. In October work was started on 
the six mile extension to Junction House, operated by Chat Roberts after whom 
the station was later renamed Chat, Ballasting over the entire line was begun 
about the same time and full operations resumed March 2, 1885, 

The railroad was known at this time as the "Nevada & California Railroad" but 
ownership was vested in the Moran Bros. as individuals rather than in a corpor- 
ation, In the extension of the line up Long Valley towards Honey Lake it be- 
came necessary to condemn a right of way through a rang. In litigation that 
followed (Moran vs Ross) the courts held that an individual as well as a corp- 
oration could condemn land for railroad purposes, 

About this time the road acquired some new locomotives from Baldwin Locomot- 
ive Works and the "Santa Cruz" went to the Bliss Railroad ‘operations on Lake 
Tahoe, A new passenger car was acquired and the railroad was seeing new days. 
One of the first trains brought in $60,000.00 in bullion from the Plumas-Eureka 
mine. A new depot in Reno was completed that was a show-place for the road. 

To encourage teamsters to turn their loads over to the N&C at Chat, Herriot 
promised each teamster a roundtrip pass good for five days. 
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NEVADA-~CALIFORNIA-~OREGON R.R. 


Engine #3 taken at Wendell, N i 
i evada, in J ~ 
Engine #4 taken at Secrenes i ee 


Myrick Collection 
nto, California, on a flat car 8/20/34 - L, Harrison 
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Business continued to boom for the N&C and the future became even brighter 
when construction of the Sierra Valley & Mohawk Railroad began at Moran (later 
Plumas Junction) by related interests to build a narrow gauge down the Feather 
River country. Towards the end of January, 1886, however, there was a bad 
rain storm that hit the N&C badly in Long Valley. Two weeks were required to 
repair the damages caused by the washouts and restore the line to normal service. 

Under the new management the road was profitable for many years, although no 
dividends were paid for twenty years as all the earnings were put back into the 
property to finance extensions and new equipment, The line was extended to 
Camp Ham, eight miles, on March 1, 1884; Doyle was reached on June 6 and Liegan 





was reached the following year. Amedee, named for a member of the Moran family, Y 
was reached in November, 1890, Construction was halted at Amedee for ten f 
years during the lean 1890's when many of the main line railroads of the country ; 
went into the hands of receivers, 3 


Amedee was at one time an important community in the area. As railhead for 
many years, stages and teams brought passengers and freight for transfer to the 
railroad, Being close,to Honey Lake, lumber was fafted from the sawmills on the 
southwest side to Amedee, 

While all that remains of Amedee today are some poplar trees that were planted 
around the big hotel, the town once had two hotels---the big three story Amedee 
Hotel torn down in 1949 and a smaller one which later became a residence, It 
also had two or three saloons, a restaurant, barber shop, butcher shop, blacksmith, 
numerous residences and seyeral corrals for livestock, 

The N&C bought part of the Hot Springs Ranch at Amedee from Brubeck hoping to 
use the water for their locomotives, but it proved unsuitable, For a short time 
the railroad owned the Amedee Hotel, but soon sold it, 

Erasmus Gest took over as manager for Moran Bros, in 1887. More locomotives 
were ordered and the road was improved by a major line change and widening of banks 
and custs and filling in swales in Lemmon Valley. Gest had his weak points in 
that he concentrated on reaching water and completely overlooked the possibilit- 
ies of the lumber business and the necessity of extending the line westward to 
Susanville. His feeling that the indians were an intolerable nuisance was some 
what understandable since they felt they had the right to ride free on any train 
so long as they rode on the outside---and not a train passed that was not laden 
with indians, 

As early as 1888 the Moran Bros. had organized a corporation known as the 
Nevada-California-Oregon Railway to take over the property, but because of the 
litigation pending in the Supreme Court over the N&O bonds the transfer was not 
made until January 1, 1893 with the Moran Bros taking stock of the new corporat- 
ion in exchange for the railroad, 

A passenger somewhat under the weather from visiting the saloons at Amedee is 
credited with the nick name of the road, He saw the initials N.C.0. and announced 
in a loud voice, "N.C.0.--that must mean Narrow, Crooked and Ornery". This name 
stuck, though at times it was also referred to as the “Northern California Outrage". 

The President, Charles Moran, died in 1895 and his son D. Comyn Moran became 
president. At one time Charles Moran was president of the Erie Railroad; he later 
built the Toledo, Peoria & Western and with Mrs. Hetty Green, controlled the 
Huston & Texas Central. 

In February, 1899 construction began on the Termo Extension and on the follow- 
ing July 1st the fifty miles to Termo were placed in operation, The following 
February work began on the fourteen miles to Madeline, which T, F, Dunaway, 
the Vice President and General Manager reported complete April 1, 1902. To fin- 
ance these extensions and to acquire the Sierra Valleys Railway in 1901, it was 
necessary to issue bonds, not only to the Moran family, but to outsiders as well. 

As new railhead of the line, Madeline assumed considerable importance, It was 
reported to be the largest livestock shipping point at one time. Attempts were 
made to colonize the Madeline Plains for many years. Foremost in this effort 
was the Madeline Meadows Land and Irrigation Company under the leadership of J. 
Noble Jones. The area was supposed to be productive enought to raise oranges, 
and a carate of “locally grown oranges" was always on display in the main hotel. 
Postcards were distributed far and wide showing oranges growing on trees along an 

irrigation ditch. Before being moved to Likely in 1912, Madeline was also the 
division point, 

Work started in June, 1906 on the next segment of the line over Likely Hill to 
Likely, which was completed the following October, This twenty mile section 
climbed about 200 feet to Sage Hen befor dropping 1100 feet to Likely, Besides 
haveing grades to contend with, trains crews were faced with tough snow conditions. 
When sending in a report "Am stuck on Madeline Hill", the reply was made, “well, 
marry the girl and come on in!" It sometimes took weeks to clear the line. 
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NEVADA-CALIFORNIA-OREGON R.R. 
Engine #5 probably at Alturas, California - Myrick Collection 
Engine #7 at Alturas, California in April, 1920 - H. E, Gasaway 
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Perhaps on of the more unusual things about the N-C-0 was that it had no 
tunnels although it traversed a mountainous territory. Of the 275 miles of 
track there was only one branch line, however this 40-mile branch was very 
important and was for many years an independant railroad, This was the ex- 
Sierra Valley & Mohawk. mentioned earlier that branched off at Plumas Junction 

for the Feather River country. 

The Feather River route and Beckwourth Pass appealed to many railroad builders 
in the last half of the 19th centruy. It was one of the lowest passes (4995') 
into California and the route was through extensive timber and mining areas, A 
railroad was incorporated to build over this route as early as 1867, but nothing 
came of it. The Sierra Iron & Quincy Railroad was incorporated to build a line 
from Quincy through Mohawk Valley and over Beckwourth Pass to connect with the 
N&O, Some grading was done and an office building was constructed near Mohawk, 
but that was about all, 

Many of the safle people were interested in the Sierra Valley & Mohawk Rail- 
road incorporated in October, 1885 with the backing of the California Land & 
Timber Company which was building saw mills in the area including the band mill 
at Kirby's. Grading commenced almost immediately after incorporation and rail 
laying started early the following year. Grading followed the survey of A. W. 
Keddie and a year later were at Kirby's, 23 miles from the Junction with the N&0, 
A construction engine, a standard gauge engine converted to a narrow gauge engine 
in the V&T shops at Carson City and renamed "Mohawk" was shipped to the line in 
November according to press reports. Grading was partially completed for anoth- 
er seven miles and rail was laid from Junction to mile post 15 when financial 
difficulties set in. All work ceased and the railroad and the timber company 
were sold in bankruptcy in 1889, 

The line lay dormant until 1893 when Henry A. Bowen bought it in order to haul 
lumber from his holdings in that area, Late in 1894 H. L. N. Knox began rehabil- 
itating the existing railroad and by November, 1895, the line was completed for 
thirty miles, At the western terminous he established Clairville, named after 
one of his daughter (Vinton was named for the other), Early in the year Bowen 
formed the Sierra Valleys Railway to own and operate the property. Two narrow 
gauge locomotives formerly used on the Oregonian Railway were purchased from the 
Southern Pacific and daily train service was established, 

Clairville became the center of a great deal of teaming, not only of lumber 
from the various mills, but also copper ore from Engels Mine, As a result the 
town grew up with residences, stores, the Clairville Hotel (burned in 1898 and 
rebuilt) saloons and even a Chinatown. Except for excavations, not a trace of 
the town remains today. 

Bowen was intent on pushing his reilroad to Mohawk and would have done so if 
the promise of English capital had been fulfilled. Unfortunately the Boer War 
caused the promise to be rescinded at the last moment. An unfortunate accident 
resulting in the death of an engineer in 1899 and damage claims caused Bowen to 
give up the road to the Nevada-California-Oregon in 1901, 

The six mile extension down Willow Creek Canyon was already underway and New- 
town or Clio was reached in May, 1903, Clio was at first called New Mohawk, and 
some maps called it Mohawk, Although the extension to Quincy was still consider- 
ed, the construction of the standard gauge Boca & Loyalton into Sierra Valley in 
1902 and the pending construction of the Western Pacific which became into being 
in 1906-1910 discouraged the extension, 


ROSTER OF LOCOMOTIVES 
Sierra Valleys Railway and predecessor lines 


1 2-6-0 H.K. Porter #375 7/80 12x16 36 36000 
built for Oregon Railway as #2 "Dallas", later Oregonian RR #6 sold to 
SV 1/26/95 
2 2-6-0 H.K, Porter #376 8/80 12x16 36 36000 
built for Oregon Railway as #3 "Scio", later Oregonian RR #7; sold to 
SV 1/26/95. 
3 2-6-0 H.K. Porter 
following a wreck in June, 1899, reportedly to #2, the #3 was purchased 
as a replacement, ; 
Newspaper accounts of Nov. 1886 stated that the Carson City shops of the V&l 
had converted a standard gauge engine to narrow gauge for use in the construct- 
ion of the Sierra Valley & Mohawk which was re-named the "Mohawk" . 
Records also indicate that the S&M leased one locomotive from 1912 to 1914. 
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SIERRA VALLEYS RAILROAD 
‘ Top: Believed to be #1 and train on bridge west of Portola in 1898, 
1914. ) Middle: Engine #2 on a freight at Plumas Junction about 1898-99. 
Bottom: Engine #3 and train probably at Clairville. All Myrick Collection 
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Although under N-C-0 control, the name Sierra Valleys Railway was retained 
until July 1, 1911, when it became the Sierra & Mohawk Railway. The railroad 
itself was finally sold to the N-C-O0 on January 1, 1915, In 1916 a trestle 

was built across the Feather River when a 2,69 mile extension was built to reach 
Davies Mill at Graeagle. The lumber mill had promised the railroad that reach- 

ed their mill first would get the bulk of the business and the N-C-0 won, A fur- 
ther extension of one mile to Mohawk was contemplated but was never built. Later 
the Graeagle Lumber Company built a logging line through the general area. 

On the main line, meanwhile, the march to Oregon continued, After reaching 
Likely late in 1907, the construction was continued towords Alturas which was 
reached a year later. There was some difficulty securing certain portions of 
the right of way in Alturas, but the company solved this by building the dis- 
puted portion on Sunday when no court action could be filed. 

About this time earnings finally permitted some dividends to the stockholders 
with limited returns to the preferred stock from 1906 to 1912 and small dividends 
to common stockholders in 1910 and 1911. In 1910 the Articles of Incorporation 
were revised to permit the railroad to build as far as The Dalles, Oregon, in- 
stead of the California-Oregon line as originally stated. Construction of an 
extension to Davis Creek at the lower end of Goose Lake was pushed and for a 
while passengers made the rest of the trip to Lakeview, Oregon, by boat. On 
January 10, 1912, however, the railroad was completed to Lakeview and a smaller 
replica of the brick passenger station at Reno was erected there, 

In the next few years the railroad was troubled with declining revenues due 
in part to a business depression and also the recently finished Western Pacific 
line through the Feather River country and the Southern Pacific branch to Susan- 
ville and Westwood built in 1913 and 1914, The elements also troubled the road 
with numerous bad floods in Long Valley and elsewhere and heavy snows that block- 
aded the line for weeks. With the exception of one year with special circum- 
stances the line operated at a loss from 1914 on. 

There were pleasant days, however... There was the dollar Sunday excursion 
from Alturas to Fairport to take the pleasure boat on Goose Lake. One time the 
boat went aground in shallow water so the Captain obligingly carried all the 
passengers ashore on his shoulders (one at a time we trust). 

Charles Moran became President in 1914 in place of his uncle and R. M. Cox came 
up from Texas to be general manager. The next year the Florence & Cripple Creek 
Railroad in Colorado held a "going out of business sale" and the N-C-0 picked up 
two locomotives, three passenger cars, two mail and express cars and 78 freight 
cars---all for $22,750.00 f.o.b.. On the protests of the Alturas residents the 
location of the passenger station was moved by H. E. Gasaway and the B&B gang 
just a week before the freight house burned. 

Another well-known fire was the burning of the interior of the business car 
"Fairport". The only activity reported during the fire was that the porter was 
busy rescuing the whiskey and drinking same as fast as possible, The line had 
two such cars both purchased from the Union Pacific--the other was the "Madeline", 
There were also two sleeping-buffet cars purchased from the Tonopah Railroad--- 
the "Alturas" and "Madeline", 

On March 24, 1917 an agreement was reached with the Western Pacific for the sale 
of 64,42 miles of the main line between Reno and Hackstaff and the Sierra Valleys 
branch, 39.4 miles from Plumas Junction to Davies Mill for the sum of $700,435.00. 
On June 11, 1917 the sale of the 103,82 miles of line was completed. Proceeds 
from the sale were used to retire some of the N-C-0 bonds and refund the balance. 

The Western Pacific converted the line into Reno to Standard gauge by building 
a new line from the east entrace of its Chlcoot tunnel 2,61 miles in a southeaster- 
ly direction to Mile Post 35,00 on the N-C-0 just .8 of a mile north of Plumas 
Junction, The W.P, standard gauged the N-C-0 track 7.5 miles to Purdy, now Peavine, 
on the California-Nevada state line and constructed a new and shorter line along 
the south side of Lemmon Valley to Mile Post 8.0 on the N-C-0, The balance of the 
N-C-0 into Reno was then standard gauged except for changing the alignment of the 
curves. Standard gauging of the narrow gauge line was done by laying rails out- 
side of both narrow gauge rails and N-C-0 narrow gauge operations continued while 
construction was in progress, 

On January 30, 1918 the last narrow gauge train left Reno and this must have 
been a sight to have seen, All remaining locomotives and equipment at Reno had 
been made into one train bound for the new terminal at Alturas. Engines that had 
not had steam in their boilers for years hissed and puffed and "got'er rolling," 
but the long train failed to make the grade out of Reno. The second try, after 
backing down the hill, was successful. Western Pacific standard guage operations 
commenced February 4, 1918, 
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NEVADA-~CALIFORNIA-OREGON R.R. 
Top: 


; Builder's view of Engine #11 at Baldwin Locomotive Works 
tions 3 Middle: 


Builder's view of Engine #14 at Baldwin Locomotive Works 
Bottom: Engine #22 on the line. 


Photos from Collection of Ken Kidder 
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All the N-C-O0 track south of Hackstaff and west of Plumas Junction except as 

above was then abandoned as these lines roughly paralleled the W.P.. The N-C-0 

terminal facilities at Reno consisting of a brick station, a 55-foot turntable 
and an 8-stall brick narrow gauge roundhouse became the W.P. terminal. The W.P, 
never used the roundhouse for engines although in 1917 the narrow gauge turntable 
was replaced with an 80-foot standard gauge unit. The roundhouse and adjoining 
industrial buildings were destroyed by fire in 1940, 

The headquarters of the N-C-0 were then moved from Reno to Alturas where the 
company built a general office building partly with the aid of contributions from 
the residents of Alturas. The building is still in use, although not for rail- 
road purposes. i 

Losses continued to mount and more money was advanced by the Morans and by 
the banks. Efforts had been made to sell the entire property to the Western Pac- 
ific in 1916, and again in 1920 and 1921, It was felt that if short extensions 
could be made from Lakeview to the Thomas Creek lumber country additional traffic 
could be developed. When the Westerr. Pacific refused to lease rails necessary 
for the extension except on onerous terms the N-C-0 management spoke openly of 5 
removing the 16 miles of track between Wendel (the S.P. connection) and Hackstaff . 
(the W. P. connection), It was felt that this additional trackage was being 
operated for the primary benefit of the Western Pacific and that the N-C-0 would 
benefit more by using the 16 miles of rail to extend the line into new territory. 
The 1917 sale of the Reno branch, however, contained a preferential traffic inter- 
change clause and the Hackstaff connection had to be retained, 

With no reasonable aid in sight---only one lumber company expressed interest 
in standard gauging of the road, application was filed late in 1921 to abandon 3! 
the remaining trackage. Hearings were held in February, 1922 at Alturas and a 
the entire area appeared deeply concerned. For a long tim the N-C-0 had play- 
ed an important part in the livestock business of the area, providing a 36-hour 
service into San Francisco. Transfers of livestock were made day and night 
(using sputtering arc lamps) at Wendel and Hackstaff during the shipping season. 

But there was a large empty return movement, and S. H. McCartney, Vice President 

and General Manager, testified at the hearings that three-fourths of the stock 

cars were idle eight months of the year as the stock moved only in the fall. % 
P. S. Dorris, a Modoc pioneer, testified that the N-C-0 had been a salvation to + 
the stockmen more than once, In the spring of 1917 after a severe winter, he * 
related, the N-C-O0 brought in hay, without which 90% of the stockmen would have % 
lost their herds, e 

The I,C,C,. weighed the testimony and found that the railroad was needed to % eo 
serve the area, but authorized the abandonment of the 16 miles between Wendel Pr 4 
and Hackstaff and increased the N-C-0's share of the divisions on freight traff- 
ic interchanged with the Southern Pacific at Hackstaff. 

The Southern Pacific had been interested for some time in a shorter route 
from Oregon to its eastern connections and prior to World War I had surveyed 
routes northward from Westwood Junction to Klamath Falls, It now appeared 
more advantageous to acquire the N-C-O and build a line from Alturas to Klamath f 
Falls . An agreement to purchase the stock and bonds of the N-C-0 from Charles “3 
Moran, who with his three sisters ewned all the stock, was signed on April 30, am sf 
1925 and the I.C.C.,after hearings, approved the sale. Payment was made in bonds ¢ 
of the Pacific Electric Railway, a S.P. subsidiary, and the Southern Pacific took 
over in October, 1926, 

With seventeen outfit cars parked at Wendel the Southern Pacific forces began 
work of standard gauging the N-C-0 on July 1, 1927. Alturas was reached on Sept- 
ember 29th and regular operations using standard gauge equipment was begun on the 
24th of September, 1927, Four Southern Pacific 2-6-0's were renumbered N-C-0 24, 
25, 26 and 27 for use on the line, Ten more miles were widened before the end of 
the year and standard gauge operation to Lakeview was celebrated at the Annual 
Roundup on September 1, 1928 although work had been completed that spring. 

Standard gauge ties had been installed as replacements along the line during 
1926 and 1927 so that in many places the additional rail was placed outside of 
the existing track without disturbing narrow gauge operations, There was a good 
deal of difficulty lining-up switches properly, however, and a number of yard 
movements ended up on the ties, 

The standard gauge extension between Alturas and Klamath falls was completed in 
July, 1929 and the N-C-0 was absorbed into the Southern Pacific system as of Sept- ™& 
ember 1, 1929. The N-C-0 standard gauge engines were renumbered into the Southert @ 
Pacific roster and the N-C-0 ceased as an operating company. 
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“FIRST STANDARD GAUGE TRAIN INTO LAKEVIEW, OREGON" Engine 25 on the head of a i 11 4 
passenger train during "Roundup Days" September 1, 1928. - Myrick Collection : 
| 

12 4-1 


The through line from Klamath Falls to Fernley was open to traffic on September 
15,, 1929 and a through Pullman sleeper was instituted over the new route between 14 2 
Portland and Ogden. It operated for only about a year, but passenger service over 
the line continued up to the end of 1937, ‘ 
On a trip just before Christmas, 1932, the southbound train from Alturas was late 
and it appeared that the Reno connection for San Francisco would be missed, The 22 4-1 
passengers were unhappy with the thought of having to spend a night in Reno, and 
one lady in particular pestered the conductor so much that in shear exasperation 
he fabricated the story that if the Reno connection were missed they would run 
the train all the way to Oakland Pier. The conductor's wife, also a passenger 23 4 
on the train, chastised him for telling such a story, but the wonderful part of 
the story is that the S,P, did run this particular train over the Hill to accom- 
odate the p-ssengers who missed the connection, 24 2. 

In 1929 and 1930 the roadbed was realigned in 31 places where work had been : 

postponed when the line was standard gauged. About the same time the first 


lumber railroad was constructed to connect with the line, The Crane Creek Lumber f 25 2- 
Company at Willow Ranch built a standard gauge line using a shay locomotive. 

The dreams of Davis, Balch, the Morans, the Bowens and others that the line \ 
would reach the Columbia River at Phe Dalles and reach Quincy in the Feather fe 26 2. 
River country, were never to be realized. But in place of their dreams, the y 


former N-C-0 trackage has become an important link in a transcontental route 
from Oregon to the East. Oregon has become the number one lumber state and 
the traffic over the route, largely lumber, far surpasses any expectations that 
they had many times over, 
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Nevada-California-Oregon Railway and predecessor lines 
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STEER OF LOC OROT IVES 


0-6-0 Porter Bell 1875 10x14 28 30,000 --- 140 
"Santa Cruz" acquired from Santa Cruz & Felton RR in August 1881 by the 
N&O. Purchased by Manning & Berry under sheriff's sale 2/18/82 and leased 
to the N&O til about 2/85, Later sold to Lake Valley RR #4 thense to the 
Hobart Mills Co. and finally to Nevada County Narrow Gauge; scrapped 1915, 

4-4-0 Baldwin #7527 12/84 12x18 44 41600 6660 130 
Originally ordered under name N&O; retired in 1915 

4-4-0 Baldwin #7528 12/84 12x18 44 41600 6660 130 
Originally ordered under name N&O; retired Dec, 31, 1918 

4-4-0 Baldwin #8791 8/87 12x18 44 41600 6660 130 
"Erasmus Gest" ordered under name of N&C; retired 12/31/18; restored 
4/30/23; sold to S,P. 9/1/29; broked up at Sacramento 9/14/34, 

2-8-0 Baldwin #9519 9/88 16x20 38 82000 15400 135 
"Charles Moran" ordered under name of N&C; sold to Tonopah RR 2/04; sold 
by T&G RR to Sumpter Valley in 1910 becoming SV #3; although not used 
after 9/18/18, locomotive not retired until 1930, 

4-6-0 Baldwin #17124 10/99 15x18 44 72690 12500 160 
originally #6, "Camya"; number changed in 1904; became S.P. #4; broken up 
at Sacramento 9/12/34. 

4-6-0 Baldwin #17123 11/99 15x18 44 72690 12500 160 
"Amedee"; rebuilt 7/25; became S.P. #5; reported scrapped 1934, 

4-6-0 see 2nd #4 above. 

4-6-0 Baldwin #22020 4/03 15x20 44 74690 13900 160 
purchased as #8, number changed in 1904; became S.P. #6; reported scrapped 
in 1934 

4-6-0 Baldwin #22012 4/03 15x20 44 74690 13900 160 
became S.P, #7; broken-up at Sacramento 5/15/35. 

4-6-0 see 2nd #6 above 

4-6-0 Baldwin #31445 8/07 16x20 44 87150 17800 180 
became S.P. #8; restored at Sparks 4/26/30 for Ovens Valley service; dis- 
mantled 2/54, 

4-6-0 Baldwin #34035 11/09 16x20 44 87150 17800 180 
became S.P, #9; restored at Sparks 4/21/30 for Owens Valley service; held 
as stand-by since 10/54, 


4-6-0 Baldwin #34528 1910 16x20 44 87150 17800 180 
sold to United Commercial Co. on or before 9/1/29 thence to Pacific Coast 
Railway #110; scrapped 
4-6-0 Baldwin #37398 12/11 16x20 44 89200 17800 180 


sold to United Commercial Co. on or before 9/1/29 tence to Pacific Coast 
Railway #111; sold to Oahu Railway & Land Co.; scrapped 
4-6-0 Baldwin #37394 12/11 16x20 44 89200 17800 180 
sold to Southern Pacific 5/11/28, became #18; used in Owens Valley 
2-8-0 Baldwin #41300 4/14 17x20 40 94000 21000 180 
sold to Southern Pacific 5/11/28, became #1. Sold Nevada County Narrow 
Gauge RR #9; thence to Oahu Ry & Land about 1943;thence U.S. Navy in 
1944; last reported enroute to Africa during World War II, 
4-6-0 Schen, #5399 11/99 16x20 42 85000 18650 180 
built for Florence & Cripple Creek as #22 "Vindicator"; acquired by N-C-0 
5/15; reconstructed at Sparks 5/1/25 for N-C-0; became S.P. #22; scrapped 
Bayshore Shops 3/28/49, 
4-6-0 Schen, #5420 1/00 16x20 42 85000 18650 180 
built for Florence & Cripple Creek as #23 "Granite"; acquired by N-C-0 
5/15; retired as of 5/31/21. 
2-6-0 Schen. #4956 3/99 20x28 63 128180 28710 190 
standard gauge; ex-Southern Pacific 1618; on N-C-0 10/15/27 to 9/1/29 
broken up at Ogden 7/21/36. 
2-6-0 Cooke #2435 ©5/99 20x28 63 128180 28710 190 
standard gauge; ex-Southern Pacific 1667; on N-C-0 10/15/27 to 9/1/29; 
broken up at Sacramento 2/13/30. 
2-6-0 Cooke #2553 = 8/00 20x28 63 128180 28710 190 
standard gauge; ex-Southern Pacific 1670; on N-C-0 9/29/27 to 9/1/29; 
broken up at Sacramento 12/8/33, 
2-6-0 Cooke #2608 1/01 20x28 63 128180 28710 190 
standard gauge; ex-Southern Pacific 1638; on N-C-0 6/1/28 to 9/1/29; 
broken up at Sparks 3/26/34, 
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N-C-0 office girls at Alturas, California, 
- Myrick Collection 
passenger motor - H, E, Gasaway 
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SEUATE AUTS 
UW ACY TRAIN 


SAC- 
RAMENTO, May 28.—The Sen- 
ate tonight unanimously passed 
to the Assembly a resolution to 
‘assure continued operation of 
Key System transbay rail facili- 
ties, in the event of a stoppage 
by strike or abandonment of 
the service. F 
Breed told the Senate the 
present contract between the 
Key System and its employes 
will expire in the next two days. 
._ The resolution proposes: to 
direct the California Toll Bridge 
Authority to take whatever 
steps may be available to it un- 
der State law or any contract 
with the Key System to insure 
the continued operation of the 
facilities under its jurisdiction, 
and in particular the facilities 
crossing the San Francisccd- 
Oakland Bay Bridge. 


City Gets $1667 - 
In Cable Campaign 
Salary Refund 


Five checks totaling $1666.66 
were turned over to Treasurer 
John J. Goodwin | May 20 .° 

This was. carried out in re- 
sponse to a Superior Court de- 
cision that officials were re- 
sponsible. for “squandering” 
public money .on a political 
campaign last year. ie 

Deposits of $238.10 each were 
made by four members of -the 
Public Utilities Commission — 
Edward B. Baron, Sam McKee, 
Oliver. M. Rousseau and .Don- 
ald Cameron. Another déposit: 
of $714.26 was made by J. H.. 
Turner, mianager of utilities. 

The $1666.66 represents - two: 
months’ salary of David Jones, 
public relations man for the 
commission. 

Inh is ruling, Judge Daniel 
R. Shoemaker ‘held that Jones 
was engaged primarily ih a 
campaign in support of a cur- 
tailed cable-car_system, 


Lark Moves Up L.A. Arrival Time 


The Los Angeles arrival time | SP officials said today. 5/ 16 


of the SP’s Lark will be ad-; Departure fime will remain 


vanced to 8:35 a.m. (PDT) from | unchanged, as will the times for 
9 a.m., starting next Monday,' the northbound Lark. 
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GN Will Scrap Its 73-mile 
Mountain Electrification 


After a detailed two-year study, the 
Great Northern has decided to end 
its electrified operation in the Cascade 
mountains. The 73-mile electrification 
covers the GN main line between 
Wenatchee. Wash., and Skykomish and 
includes the 7.79-mile Cascade tunnel. 
All-diese] operation will be substituted 
after a new ventilating system and 
automatic tunnel door system are in- 
stalled. 

Substantial savings are expected to 
result from the move, says John M. 
Budd. GN president. The change in 
power will be almost entirely paid for 
by salvage recovered from electrical 
installations and equipment now in use 
—wire and electric locomotives. 

Work on de-electrification will begin 
this summer. It will include construc- 
tion of a 550.000-cfm ventilating sys- 
tem powered by two eight-foot fans at 
the east portal of the tunnel. Diese] 
locomotives will be equipped with spray 
devices to cool their radiators. 

The primary problem is the eastward 
movement of tonnage freight trains 
upgrade. The ventilating system will 
not he needed for passenger trains or 
westbound freight trains. An automatic 
door at the east portal will close after 
every train passes through the tunnel 
to permit replacement of air in the 
tunnel by the fan system. 

Other Projects—The tunnel pro- 
ject was one of several major under- 
takings approved by the board of direc- 
tors on May 12. Others include: Line 
changes to reduce curvature near Hal- 
ford and between Libby, Mont.. and 
Jennings: remodeling of the Great 
Falls freight station: installation of 
le] freight handling equipment there: 
construction of a paint shed at the 
Hillvard. Wash.. shops: equipping of 
50 box cars for automobile transport: 
installation of automatic block signals 
between Gunn. Minn.. and Cohasset. 


in the iron ore range: and replacement 
of certain roadway machinery. 


Southern Pacific.—Two new track 
scales are being installed at Tucson, 
Ariz. (150-ton capacity in 50-ft pit), 
and at Sacramento, Cal. (200-ton ca. 
pacity in 70-ft pit). A 90-ton motion 
weighing scale is being studied for a 
proposed new retarder yard in the 
Northwest, and new 150-ton scales in 
60-ft pits are being considered for 
Ashland, Ore., and Klamath Falls; 
Mina, Nev.; and Spreckles, Cal., El. 
liot and Mojave. 

Although the increased height of the 
10 gallery-type suburban coaches now 
on order from the Budd Company 

has created no overhead clearance 
problems, they will necessitate some 
additional side-clearances on super 
elevated curves. Some 13,145 ft of 
main-line track and 3,890 ft of yard 
and side tracks between San Fran. 
cisco and College Park (47 miles 
south) will be rearranged. The work 
will include 10 switches and _ three 
signals, costing an estimated $75,000. 

Icing facilities at Sparks, Nev., are 
being extended 1,200 ft at a cost of 
about $60,000 by. Pacific Fruit Express 
—jointly owned by the SP and the 
Union Pacific—to permit handling 
trains without setovers, thereby cutting 
terminal time. The SP is rearranging 
its trackage in connection with the 
project at an additional cost of $12,000%) 
Present capacity of the platform is 
86 cars. 

Supplementing a previous report 
the 550-ft Clackamas River bridge re 
location near Park Place, Ore. | 
the Vinnell Company, Los Angeles 
has been awarded a contract for fabj 
ricating and erecting the steel supet 
structure. The relocation is part of 
line change to reduce curvature and ty 
obtain a better angle of crossing Ms 
river. Consideration is being given \ 
extending the line change 2,155 ft i 
the south, which would replace a lt 
deg and a four-deg curve with a o 
deg. 30-min curve. This would aii 


- some $85.000 to the $700,000 proied 
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More Santa Fe Piggyback 


The Santa Fe will announce shortly 
a new truck-trailer-on-flat-car service 
between points in California, Arizona 
and New Mexico and east as far as 
E] Paso, Tex. The road also plans to 
announce services intrastate in Cali- 
fornia. 


The Northern Pacific has ordered 
38 diesel-electric units costing an esti- 
mated $6,385,000. The Electro-Motive 
Division of General Motors Corpora- 
tion will build 25 1,750-hp road-switch- 
ers; two 4unit 7,000-hp freight loco- 
motives; three 1,200-hp switchers; and 
one extra 1,750-hp “A” freight unit. 
Alco Products will construct one 1,600- 
hp road-switcher. Delivery is scheduled 
for the third quarter of this year- 


The Pecos Valley Southern has 
ordered one caboose from the Inter- 
national Railway Car Company. at an 
estimated cost of $14,500. Delivery 
is expected in September. 


The Western Pacific has ordered 
35 bay-window steel cabooses from the 
International Railway. Car Company at 
an approximate cost of $500,000. The 
cars will have roller bearings and high- 
speed trucks, cushion draft gears, elec- 
tric lights, radio communication with 
locomotives and dispatchers, and mod- 
ern sanitary facilities. Delivery is ex- 
pected late this year. The cars are the 
last to be ordered of 355 units author 
ized by the directors 


THE FIRST OF 22 dome-coaches 
lounge cars built by the Budd 


Northern’s “Empire Builder, 


GN Expands Piggyback 


Less-carload shipments between 
Grand Forks, N.D., and Fargo switched 
over to piggyback on the Great North- 
ern May 2. The new service, which 
also includes East Grand Forks, Minn., 
will later be extended to and from 
the Twin Cities. Loaded flat cars move 
at night, with deliveries at each end 
scheduled for early the following morn- 


ig. 

To date, the GN also is operating 
piggyback service between the Twin 
Cities and Fargo, Fargo and Minot, 
the Twin Cities and Duluth and 
Superior, between cities in the Pacific 
Northwest, and from those points to 
and from California in connection with 


the Southern Pacific. 


Coming in June— 
Stewardesses on the NP 


Sometime about the middle of June 
the Northern Pacific will establish 
stewardess service on its “North Coast * 
Limited” between Chicago, the Twin 
Cities and the Pacific Northwest. 


The Southern Pacific has ordered “ 
100 Western automatic air dump cars, 
each with a capacity of 30 cu yd or 
50 tons, from the Baldwin-Lima-Hamil- 
ton Corporation. 


The Western Pacific directors have 
authorized purchase of eight 1,750-hp 
general purpose diese] units at an ap- 
proximate cost of $1.5 million. 


and full-length dome- 
Company for the Great 
this dome-coach went into 


service May 29. On that same day the GN reduced th 
train’s westbound schedule from Chicago to Seattle ica 


45 to 44 hours. When delivery of the order is complete, 


each train set of 


“Empire Builder” equipment will have 


three reserved seat dome-coaches plus a full-length dome- 
total dome seating 


lounge for Pullman passengers—a 


capacity of 147. 





The Northern Pacific has ordered 
20 “Airslide” covered hopper cars from 
the General American Transportation 
Corporation at an estimated unit cost 
of $11,790. Delivery is scheduled for 
not later than the third quarter of this 
year. 


‘sapues 
— rz 
899 XOg ‘O ‘d 


Ppazaarjepun J] 


NUNnLay 


—————— 


a, 203 oBeys0d 
—— Wotsron 


‘WELLSVWLSOd 


BuTeys 
Cox | 
SOd 
° 


gOvL 


ANOTHER LAST RUN for steam 
power was thi re-enactment of the 
arrival of the first train into Tucson, 
Ariz., 75 years ago. The oil-burning 
2-6-0 (possibly aged a bit beyond her 
actual ‘years by the diamond stack) 
later hauled Tucson parents and 
children on short excursion runs with- 
in yard limits in modern streamlined 
coaches. At the end of the day of 
joint celebration by the railroad and 
the city, the locomotive was presented 
to the people of Tucson for perman- 
ent display in a city park. 
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Rare Earth Deposits on 
Railroad Property 


Extensive deposits of high 
grade diatomaceous earth have 
been opened to commercial de- 
velopment as a result of the 
construction of an extension of 
the McCloud River Railroad 
near Burney. 

The new line cuts through 
deposits of 90 per cent silica 
oxide which have not been’ ex- 
ploited previously, according 
to Flake Willis, president of 
the railroad. 

Diatomaceous earth has about 
300 uses, but it primarily used 
for filtering at petroleum and 
Sugar refineries. 


EXCURSIONS 


July 2-3-4—CCRC—Gold Spike Cele- 
bration of Burney Extension of Mc- 
Cloud River Railroad. 

July 24—Joint annual Big Trees pic- 
nic train. 

Aug. 71 —Joint celebration at 
Sacramento of 100 years of steam rail- 
roading in California. 

Sept. 10-11— Western Railroad Fan 
convention at Fresno. : 

Sept. 23-24-25—CNRHS—WP and 


Clover Valley Lumber Co. 
2—BAERA—Rerun of IER trip 


Oct. 
using steam power. 

Oct. 16—PCC R&LHS—Picnic at St. 
Helena. 
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